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Eastern policy as the separatist manoeuvres of the Quai
d'Orsai, were suspected by the Angora Government of
promoting- a British design to transfer the khalifate from
Turkey. The Aga Khan and Ameer Ali, publicly dis-
claimed any collusion whatever with British officialdom,
announced that they were desirous that the worshipful
position should occupy a place in Turkey similar to what
it had formerly enjoyed in Egypt. Their fear was that
its disappearance from the "Turkish body politic" would
mean the disintegration of Islam and its practical dis-
appearance as a moral force in the world. Because of its
significance in State affairs, this interesting episode is
disclosed also in the chapter on Government.

The great experiment of the political leaders at Angora
smashes tlie idea of a Universal Khalifate, requiring as
the latter does, that all Mohammedans should be members
of a single organism. It overturns the fundamental
theocratic character of Islam tinder which authority is
both spiritual and temporal. It is a departure from the
role played by Selim I, following his conquest of Egypt,
subsequently assumed by the Ottoman Sultans during
the following four centuries.

These Islamic new departures in Turkey are causing
worldwide attention, and nowhere more than within the
confines of the -Republic, where the venerable conserva-
tism of the khojas (clergy), especially marked in the case
of the powerful Mevlevi dervishes at Konia, exerts such
a strong influence. The developments in the Christian
Churches are likewise sensational. Professor Porter's
contribution furnishes a proper "background for future
discussions.

Religions

Religion has been in the past a most important element
in the politics of Turkey and cannot be ignored in any